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School vision: Connecting communities to enhance the development of students’ living and 

social skills through innovative practice. Empowering students to become independent 
successful lifelong learners. 
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Broderick Gillawarna School 
 
 

Welcome to term 3, 2018. Time is definitely 
flying and once again we have reached 
that all important time of parent/teacher 
meetings. Parents and Caregivers should 
have received letters pertaining to times 
and dates for these valuable meetings to 
occur. Face to face meetings allow for 
dynamic conversation about your child’s 
educational outcomes, SMART goals and 
priorities for the coming semester. These 
meetings also give parents and caregivers 
the opportunity to discuss important 
healthcare concerns and behaviour issues 
with their child’s teacher that can impact on 
educational outcomes and home life. 
Teachers are our most valuable resource 
and much can be achieved in just one face 
to face meeting. We encourage your 
participation in these meetings which 
should last no longer than 30 minutes. 
 
The school welcomes newly appointed 
Assistant Principal, Frances De-Bourbon, 
who commenced with us this term. We also 
welcome Gwen Marschke and Peta 
Dzokoski to their permanent roles as 
School Learning Support Officers. At the 
end of last term, we farewelled our long 
standing General Assistant, David Grubb 
who decided to retire for a well earned rest. 
We thank Dave for his years of service to 
the school and his support of the school 
and students throughout his time at BGS. 
Ray Simpkins will step into the GA role for 
the foreseeable future. The permanent 
position will be advertised toward the end 
of term 4. Anne Keady was also successful 
in gaining a permanent position as a 
School Office Manager and we 

congratulate her along with Frances, Peta 
and Gwen.  
 
We have successfully celebrated another 
‘Education Week’ and ‘Science Week’ this 
term with a number of fun activities involving 
students, staff and parents. We continue to 
see improved on task behaviour from our 
students through the engaging experiments 
that they have the opportunity to be engaged 
with, along with book parades, student 
performances and amazing technology. The 
school will extend ‘Science Wek’ into term 4 
with the delivery of a ‘STEM’ kit that will 
allow opportunities for students to explore 
3D printing for the first time. 
 
Congratulations to our ‘Shining Stars’ drama 
group who performed at NIDA on 
Wednesday, 15th August. What an exciting 
opportunity for these students to star in a 
short play alongside other students, 
performing to a large audience independent 
of teachers or other adults. An amazing 
achievement for all! A very proud moment for 
our school. 
 
The July school holidays saw the installation 
of new ‘soft fall’ for our top playground. The 
colours used are very vibrant and have 
significantly brightened up what was a very 
dark and sombre playground. 
 
The school sincerely thanks Mr 
Dennis Hayward (School Council 
President) and Revesby Workers 
Club for their generous donation 

through ‘Club Grants’ to support 
this upgrade. 
 
Thank you and I look forward to 
welcoming our parents and Caregivers 
to the school for our parent/teacher 
meetings over the next few weeks. 
Regards, 
 
Karen McDonell    Principal. 
 
NB: Please note that I will be on leave 
from Monday, 3rd September, returning 
to school to start term 4. 
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Thankyou to the Padstow Hornets FC and Geoff for their generous donation of 
$4000 to our school, to support the installation of fencing around our sandpit.  
The staff and students acknowledge the generous support of the Padstow 
Hornets FC and the donation is greatfully received. 
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