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School vision: Connecting communities to enhance the development of students’ living and 

social skills through innovative practice. Empowering students to become independent 
successful lifelong learners. 
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Broderick Gillawarna School 
 
 

Firstly, let me thank all those parents 
who have supported our school 
community activities this semester, 
including our ‘community kitchens’ 
programs, yoga and Zumba sessions, 
workshops and parent excursions. We 
would like to think that we are making 
a difference to our families by 
providing these opportunities and look 
forward to providing more activities 
next semester in response to the 
success of these programs. If you 
have not already done so, please join 
in and check out what is on offer for 
Term 3 and beyond. Much more fun to 
come!!!  
 
As there continues to be a growing 
interest in NDIS funded therapy 
provided during school hours, there is 
now a need to highlight certain 
guidelines for providing of therapy in 
schools through the Department of 
Education. The school is currently 
supporting over 27 therapists working 
with our students and there are a 
number waiting to meet with me next 
term. As a result, I will be seeking 
feedback from teachers early Term 3 
as to the impact of therapists in their 
classrooms to find the best way 
forward in accommodating future 
therapy requests. I thank you for your 
understanding and patience as we 
navigate the NDIS together in support 
of all our students and their families. 

A REMINDER: If you have a therapist 
attending the school and your child 
is going to be absent on a therapy 
day, it is your responsibility to notify 
your therapist. The school will not do 
this for you. You may be charged for 
that therapy appointment even 
though your child did not receive the 
therapy.  
 
As a result of significant student 
absences since the introduction of 
NDIS, it has become necessary to 
highlight some important Departmental 
requirements regarding student 
absences. 
 
Student absences for therapy during 
school hours off site: 
All student absences to attend therapy 
appointments during school hours, 
require prior approval from The Director, 
Public Schools. Therefore, an 
application for exemption from 
attendance at school is required to be 
completed and forwarded to Riverwood 
office for approval. The school requires 
a letter from the parent requesting the 
therapy and a letter from the therapist 
providing the therapy. Reasons must be 
given as to why the therapy cannot be 
delivered outside of school hours. NB: 
Applications are only being approved 
under exceptional circumstances. You 
will be notified if your application has 
been successful. Students should not be 

accessing therapy in school hours 
without approval from the Director. This 
would be an ‘unjustified absence’. 
 
The NDIS Operational Guidelines 
state that: ”NDIS- funded therapy 
services should generally not be 
delivered at school. Nor should 
children or young people be taken out 
of school to receive these supports” 
 
Continued onto page 2 
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Student absences: 
Unsubstantiated student absences appear to be growing and teachers have been alerted to ensuring all student 
absences are explained in the class roll as part of their responsibility as a classroom teacher. As the school has 
regular roll checks, it is the responsibility of parents to ensure their child’s absence is explained to the school so the 
absence is recorded appropriately. Our school is a Department of Education school and we are required to keep 
appropriate records of student attendance and all students are required by the department, to attend school on every 
day the school is open for instruction. Therefore, if your child is too unwell to attend school, you are required to inform 
the school of their absence and inform us of when they will return. If your child attends a doctor’s appointment due to 
illness, please request a doctor’s certificate to be forwarded with your child when they return to school which will be 
placed on your child’s file. All unexplained student absences of 3 days or more, will be followed up with a phone call 
from your teacher or the office to ensure there are no concerns or need for support from the school or School 
Councillor.  
 
Erratic Attendance: (Students not accessing Assisted School Travel buses) where the erratic attendance is 
occurring regularly (at least once or twice a week) 
Erratic attendance of students, including those where the student is continually late to school, will also be followed up 
by the teacher. As per Departmental guidelines, all students are expected to attend school for the hours the school is 
open and our students are expected to be ready to start classes at 9.00am. Late arrival to school can impact 
significantly on classes and on individual student learning outcomes. Any late arrival to school must be explained in 
the class roll so the leave can be substantiated. There are a number of reasons why students are late to school that 
are appropriate and these reasons will be marked in the role as ‘justified’. However, other reasons such as ‘sleeping 
in’ are not and if occur regularly, will be marked as ‘unjustified’. If, after an initial discussion with the parent regarding 
the absences does not resolve the issue, a follow up letter may be required explaining further action and the possibility 
of intervention of the ‘Home School Liason Officer’. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The school will always attempt to resolve any issues of attendance with the parent prior to 
any follow up action. We understand that individual circumstances can impede on getting students to school 
on time and illness of a student or family member can directly impact on attendance. Therefore, it is 
imperative that initial communication with the school, class teacher or myself occurs as soon as possible and 
regular updates are provided to ensure the school can continue to support our families appropriately and in a 
timely manner. 
 
Overseas travel during school terms: 
If you would like to take your child overseas for a holiday or for family reasons, during a school term, prior exemption 
is required to be given before the travel commences. A letter advising of the intention to travel overseas is required 
before the travel date, to ensure the appropriate exemption paperwork is completed. The letter should include the date 
of travel and the date of return to school. A certificate of exemption will be issued that will need to be carried with you 
when leaving the country to inform Immigration that the school is aware of your travel plans. If there is a change to the 
date of return to school, you will be required to advise the school of the new date of return. 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the above information, please call the school to make an 
appointment and I will be happy to discuss further. Further information regarding student attendance is available on 
the Department website. 
 
TERM 2 FINISHES ON FRIDAY, 6TH JULY. 
TERM 3 COMMENCES TUESDAY, 24TH JULY. 
MONDAY, 23RD JULY IS A STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY. NO STUDENTS ATTEND ON THAT DAY. 
  
Wishing you all a very restful and relaxing holiday and we look forward to welcoming you back next term 
 
Regards, 
Karen McDonell 
Principal 

Important Dates: 
Term 2 Ends - FRIDAY, 6TH JULY. 
Term 3 Begins - TUESDAY, 24TH JULY. 
Naidoc Week Gardening and Cooking Workshops - TUESDAY 24TH JULY 
Term 3 Ends - FRIDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 
Schools Spectacular - FRIDAY 23rd NOVEMBER – SATURDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 
 
Look out for the new Community Kitchen timetable during Week 1 Term 3 
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Tickets now on sale 

through Ticketek 

http://bit.ly/Spec18-Tix

