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School vision: Connecting communities to enhance the development of students’ living and 

social skills through innovative practice.  

Empowering students to become independent successful lifelong learners. 
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Term 1 Issue 1 2017 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

      It is hard to believe that we are almost 
halfway through the first term of 2017 but 
much has already been achieved and 
there is still much on the agenda. We 
firstly welcome all our new students to 
our school. They have all settled in well 
and we look forward to meeting with the 
families, caregivers and other agencies 
involved to begin the first necessary steps 
in building strong and supportive 
relationships between school and home.  

     Our ‘community kitchens’ program has 
begun in earnest and many thanks to 
those parents and Caregivers who have 
attended over the last two weeks. 
Numbers are growing and we are very 
enthusiastic about the interest the 
program is generating. Please come along 
each Wednesday morning and enjoy the 
social experience that comes with the 
program. The coffee is hot and the food is 
fresh and healthy!! REMEMBER: There is 
no charge. The school absorbs the cost to 
all participants. 

    Parent workshops will begin again early 
next term with the first being a workshop 
for parents of those students transitioning 
from school to community programs in 
2017and 2018. All parents of students in 
years 11 and 12 will be invited to attend 
these very informative sessions. The first 

will be held on Thursday, April 27th at 
10.00am. Please look out for the invitation 
that will be heading home in the next 
couple of weeks. There will also be a 
number of workshops on communication, 
healthy eating and sessions presented by 
‘Family Planning, NSW’. The results of our 
parent surveys from 2016 have been 
collated and the results clearly show that 
Mondays and Wednesdays are the most 
popular days to run parent workshops and 
that workshop content should include 
NDIS, communication, healthy eating, 
Family Planning and behaviour support 
(Positive Behaviour for Learning) We are 
committed to ensure that we meet the 
needs of all our parents and caregivers so 
please look out for invitations as they are 
sent home. 

   This term will see our first round of face 
to face parent/teacher meetings. 
Invitations will be sent home to address 
the time and date for individual meetings 
with your teachers and, where possible, 
your student learning support officer. 
Please ensure you state whether you 
require an interpreter to attend on the 
day. It is very important that a family 
member attend these very informative 
meetings so please come along with any 
questions or concerns you may have as 
well as those all important educational 
goals you have for your child. 

  We look forward to another successful year 
for our students and hope that you will join 
with us in celebrating the achievements of 
our students and school as the year 
progresses.  

If you have any issues or concerns you 
would like to raise, please call the school 
and our friendly office staff will be happy to 
make an appointment for you to meet with 
me at a mutually agreeable time. 

Thank you 

 

Karen McDonell 

Principal  

 
 

Broderick Gillawarna School 
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