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School vision: Connecting communities to enhance the development of students’ living and 

social skills through innovative practice.  

Empowering students to become indeperdependent successful lifelong learners. 

Term 4 Issue #7 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
This will be the last newsletter for 2016. 
You will, however, receive notification as 
to important dates for the start of term 1, 
2017 prior to the end of term 4.  
 
 Firstly, I would like to acknowledge 
changes to our Executive team. 
Rebecca MacRae, Deputy Principal and 
Sally Hawthorne, Assistant Principal, 
have both been successful in gaining 
transfers this year. Mrs MacRae will be 
moving on to pick up the Deputy 
Principal role at Ingleburn PS and Mrs 
Hawthorne will be Assistant Principal, 
Special Education, at Liverpool West PS 
from term 1, 2017.  
 
Both Mrs MacRae and Mrs Hawthorne 
have contributed significantly to both the 
education of students and the 
professional development of staff since 
their arrival at our school in 2009 and 
2007 respectively. Both Executive have 
led the way in supporting students’ 
academic achievement throughout their 
time at Broderick Gillawarna School and 
have dedicated themselves to the 
improvement of student learning 
outcomes across all areas of the 
curriculum. On behalf of students and 
staff, we wish them well and good luck 
in their new endeavours.   
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Tuesday, 6th December is Presentation 
Day. Please come and celebrate your 

child’s achievements for 2016. It is 
always an enjoyable morning and we 
welcome extended families and friends 
to be involved in this special occasion. 
Morning tea will be served by our senior 
students prior to the ceremony 
commencing. 
Wednesday, 30th November is our 
parent information morning starting at 
9.30am. All new parents for 2017 and 
those parents of students who have 
started this term, are invited to attend this 
very important session to assist in the 
transition of our new students, from 
home to school. Please come along and 
join in. Morning tea will be served by our 
senior hospitality group. 
Monday, 5th and 12th December is our 
kindy orientation sessions. (9.00am- 
12.00pm) 
Friday, 8th December is our Senior 
Graduation dinner. It will be held at 
Revesby Workers Club and invitations 
are limited to those families of students 
graduating this year.  
 
Shortly, all parents and caregivers will be 
receiving notification of their child’s 
teacher and student learning support 
officer for 2017. You will receive photos 
of those staff supporting your child and 
the class name. Please use this 
information to support your child’s 
transition into the new school year. 
Regular reminders of changes coming 
for 2017 will be useful in reducing anxiety 

levels when your child begins the new 
school year.  
 
Please watch out for your child’s report 
for 2016. It will be placed in a white 
envelope and put into your child’s 
school bag. As these reports contain 
significant detail of your child’s 
academic achievement, we do ask that 
you take the opportunity to read it 
through and please feel free to ask any 
questions you may have, regarding the 
report, at the first parent/ teacher 
meeting in term 1 2017.   
 
As part of our ongoing commitment to 
community and student needs could 
you please take the time complete a 
simple survey regarding school start 
times at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GGFZQHP 
Thank you and regards, 
Karen McDonell (Principal) 
  

Broderick Gillawarna School 

Class Carroll & Daughton p.2 

Class Gardener & Hawthorne p.3 

Class Parke & Peterson  p.4 

Class Nanda & Allen p.5 

Class Barrett & Hamilton p.6 

Class Pauschmann & Suarez p.7 

Class Akuete & Grenfell p.8 
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As part of our ongoing commitement to the school 

community and students of Broderick Gillawarna School we 
would like to invite you to share your thoughts and 

responses to the school drop off times. 
 

A simple survey has been created which will only take 2 
minutes of your time to complete. Responses will be 

collected up until Friday the 9th of December. 
 
Please follow the link below to have your say. A paper copy 

can be provided on request. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GGQZBWD 
 
 

powered by 
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Free two day workshop for 
parents and carers Additional 

follow up session available 
 

Workshop: 16-17NSWPC11 Location:  St George NSW 
 

Like all school-aged students, young people on the autism spectrum 
benefit from strong, positive relationships between home and school. 
Positive Partnerships use evidence based materials and practical 
resources to help support these relationships by facilitating workshops 
for parents and carers. 

 
This workshop is suitable for parents, full time carers and grandparents. 
 

What will you gain? 
 

The Positive Partnerships parent/carer workshop intends to: 
• Increase understanding of the impact of autism on learning 
• Introduce  a planning tool that can be used to share an understanding of your 

young person 
• Explore ways to work in partnership with your school 
• Share information about how to access support  both inside and outside of 

school 
• Highlight the policies, system and processes that contribute to the educational 

environment 
• Increase your capacity to maximise your young person’s learning at home and at 

school 
• Provide an opportunity to network and share strategies with other 

parents/carers 
• Support small group discussions on a range of topics relevant to 

young people on the autism spectrum and their families 
• Provide an opportunity to review your progress and plan next steps 

during an additional session one month after initial workshop days 
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Workshop details 
 

Venue: St George Motor Boat Club 
 2 Wellington Street 
 Sans Souci NSW 2219 

 
When: Two day workshop – Tuesday 8 and Wednesday 9 November 2016  
 (2 consecutive days) 

9.15 am – 3.00 pm (Registration from 8.30 am) 
 
 

Online registrations for the Two day workshop open on Tuesday 27 
September 2016 and close two days prior to the workshop. 
 

If you have an email address and access to a computer please register directly 
through our secure website 
www.positivepartnerships.com.au. You will receive a confirmation email of 
your registration. 

 

If you have any enquiries phone the Positive Partnerships 
Infoline 1300 881 971 or email 
parentcarer@autismspectrum.org.au. 

 
 

Additional session – will be held on Wednesday 7 December 2016, 9.45 am – 
12.45 pm (arrive from 9.30 am onwards). 

Registration for this session will be taken at the initial workshop days and 
details about venue will be shared on these days 

 
The Positive Partnerships initiative is funded by the Australian Government 
Department of Education and Training through the Helping Children with 
Autism. 
The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily package 
represent the views of the Australian Government or the Department 
of Education and Training. 

  

mailto:parentcarer@autismspectrum.org.au
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